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the constant repetition of the "Prayer to Jesus." But the belief that
God dwelt in man acquired its special sectarian meaning only after
Spiritual Christianity had appeared in Russia.
All signs indicate that the unbroken tradition of Spiritual Chris-
tianity goes back to the period when Evangelical Christianity began
to develop in Russia, i. e., to the end of the seventeenth century. It
was believed that the initiative to form this new sect proceeded from
a foreigner, Quirinus Kuhlmann, who came to Russia in 1689 to
prophesy on his mystical visions. The artless German in his enthu-
siasm was misled into thinking that with the help of Moscow it
would be possible to establish one church on earth in which there
should be no authorities and no property. In the German suburb of
Moscow he discovered some thirty adherents who like him shared
the mystical belief of Jacob Boehme, but within six months Kuhl-
mann was burned at the stake, and after his execution the Moscow
Boehmists again became silent. In fact Russian Spiritual Christian-
ity did not emanate from these foreign sources, for its creation was
taking place far from the capital, and its original contents were
hardly in accord with the views of those who believed in the
"Millennium of the Kingdom of Christ." The imminent end of the
world was looked for by both groups, but while Kuhlmann ex-
pected the millennium in two and a half centuries, in Russia it was
awaited daily.
- Spiritual Christianity originated in the same surroundings as
those in which the Priestless had their beginning. Even the birth-
place of the new sect was not far from the districts of Romanov
and Poshekhonie, where the most fervid propaganda of self-immo-
lation was centered. The monk Kapiton, the initiator of the doc-
trine of self-immolation, already was preaching a mysterious faith.
He surrounded himself with "Elders** who did not enter the Lord's
church, dug "burrows" in the ground in which to live, and tried to
escape governmental persecution by constantly moving from one
province to another.The disciples of Kapiton dwelt in the Viazniky
woods until 1691, "evading divine service, the sacraments, and old
faith." From the dark corners of the Viazniky and Kerzhensk
woods the Elders now emerged, being roused from their burrows
by the general religious exaltation. They adhered to the ideas
taught them by Kapiton: the denial of the existence of the grace of